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	Course title
	the origins of the first world war

	Course code
	31050040010SL1222308

	Course type
	full attendance / tutorial

	Course level
	1st cycle (bachelor’s degree)

	Year of study, semester
	2nd year of study, 1st semester

	Number of ECTS credits
	5

	Number of hours per week
	4 (2 lecture hours + 2 seminar hours)

	Name of lecture holder
	Associate Professor PhD Claudiu-Lucian Topor

	Name of seminar holder
	Lecturer PhD Adrian-Bogdan Ceobanu

	Prerequisites
	Advanced level of English/French

	A
	General and course-specific competences

	
	General competences:
· Oral and written communication skills, respect and development of professional values and ethics, problem solving and decision making, acknowledgment and respect for diversity and multiculturalism, learning autonomy, initiative and openness to lifelong learning.
Course-specific competences:
· Retrieving information about the historical past.
· Punctual production of new historical knowledge based on in-depth knowledge of the modern era.
· Oral and written presentation of specialized knowledge.

	B
	Learning outcomes

	
	- the lecture brings forward the variety and complexity of a classic topic within the intellectual debate of the early 20th century: the issue of the origins and responsibilities of the First World War;
- the lectures will facilitate a nuanced understanding of the profound causes (origins of the conflict) by highlighting the controversies and historiographical trends from the past or present. The intention is to study hypotheses, not certainties, regarding the transition of modern Europe from the state of peace induced by treaties and secret agreements to the apology of a war with tragic consequences for several generations.
- the major determinisms which influenced the political decision (international crises, alliance systems, armament programmes, economic influences, social pressures, ideological vectors and currents of opinion).
- the responsibilities of the decision makers will be established according to the competencies assumed in the structures of a hierarchy.

	C
	Lecture content

	
	1. The genesis of a historiographical preoccupation. Currents, trends, interpretations.
2. The alliance systems (1871-1914). International political crises. Tensions and outbreaks. The configuration of modern warfare. Armament and military strategies. War-friendly indeological currents. Economic determinism.
3. Responsibilities in the mechanism of political decision (heads of state and monarchies, governments and ministers, political parties and the press, diplomats and the military).

	D
	Recommended reading for lectures

	
	Steiner, Zara S., Britain and the Origins of the First World War, London, 1977. 
Fischer, Fritz, Krieg der Illusionen. Die deutsche Politik von 1911 bis 1914, Athenäum Droste Taschenbücher Geschichte, 1978. 
The War Plans of the Great Powers, 1880-1914, edited by Paul M. Kennedy, London, 1979.
Lieven, D. C. B., Russia and the Origins of the First World War, MacMillan Press Ltd., 1983.
The Origins of World War I, edited by Richard F. Hamilton, Holger H. Herwig, Cambridge University Press, 2003.
Hogg, Ian V., Dicţionarul Primului Război Mondial, Bucharest, 2007.

	E
	Seminar content

	
	1. The responsibility of Germany.
2. The weaknesses of Austria-Hungary.
3. British diplomacy.
4. France’s politics.
5. Sweden’s neutrality.
6. Serbia’s challenges.

	F
	Recommended reading for seminars

	
	Michael Howard,  Războiul în istoria Europei, Timişoara, 1997.
Misha Glenny, The Balkans (1804-1999) Nationalism, War and the Great Powers, London, 1999
Ciobanu Nicolae, Enciclopedia primului război mondial, Bucharest, 2000.
A.J.P. Taylor, Monarhia habsburgică 1809-1918. O istorie a Imperiului austriac şi a Austro-Ungariei, translated by Cornelia Bucur, Bucharest, 2000.
Geoffrey Hosking, Rusia popor şi imperiu 1552-1917, translated by Dana Crăciun, Hortensia Pârlog, Iaşi, 2001.

	G
	Education style

	learning and teaching methods
	Lecture:
- lecture
Seminar:
- debate
- text analysis

	assessment methods
	- Written exam (50%)
- Seminar activity (50%)

	Language of instruction
	English/French



