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	Course title
	special course and seminar on medieval world history
(the metaphor of the body in medieval western culture)

	Course code
	31050040010SL1323507

	Course type
	full attendance / tutorial

	Course level
	1st cycle (bachelor’s degree)

	Year of study, semester
	3rd year of study, 1st semester

	Number of ECTS credits
	4

	Number of hours per week
	4 (2 lecture hours + 2 seminar hours)

	Name of lecture holder
	Professor PhD Alexandru-Florin Platon

	Name of seminar holder
	Professor PhD Alexandru-Florin Platon

	Prerequisites
	Advanced level of French/English

	A
	General and course-specific competences

	
	General competences:
· Adequate use of basic knowledge regarding the general evolution of historiography, periodization of history, the main works of reference and databases regarding various epochs, problems, processes and historical phenomena, as well as on the organization and functioning of the main public information and documentation institutions.
· Identification of the main historical sources and historiographical approaches specific to a historical epoch.
· Critical analysis of historical sources and historiographical approaches specific to a period (epoch) or historical problems.
· Oral and written presentation, with a high degree of clarity and in accordance with the academic standards, of specialized problems and contexts with low and medium level of complexity.
Course-specific competences:
· Retrieving information about the historical past.
· Timely production of new historical knowledge based on in-depth knowledge of an epoch and/or historical problems of medium complexity.

	B
	Learning outcomes

	
	- considering that in the Middle Ages the human body was one of the fundamental mental expressions of the way in which the composition of the natural and socio-political world was imagined, the lecture proposes an analysis and interpretation of various metaphorical hypostases of the body within the Western medieval culture, preceded by several theoretical reference points regarding the current theme of the body in contemporary humanities.

	C
	Lecture content

	
	- the body as an object of study for contemporary sociology and anthropology;
- the metaphor: definitions, interpretations, functions;
- the body in the Christian religion;
- the body as a metaphor for the Universe;
- the body as a metaphor of the Church (corpus Ecclesiae mysticum);
- the body as a metaphor for society: Adalbéron of Laon;
- the body as a metaphor of the state (corpus republicae mysticum);
- the ‘political body’ and the rehabilitation of the physical body in the Western medieval culture.

	D
	Recommended reading for lectures

	
	Alexandru-Florin Platon, Societate şi mentalităţi în Europa medievală. O introducere în antropologia istorică, Iaşi, 2000.
Alexandru-Florin Platon, Metafora „corpului politic” în cultura medievală a Occidentului latin (secolele XIII-XIV), in “Caiete de antropologie istorică”, II, no. 2(4), July - December 2003, pp. 9-29.
Alexandru-Florin Platon, Laurenţiu Rădvan, De la Cetatea lui Dumnezeu la Edictul din Nantes. Izvoare de istorie medievală (sec. V-XVI), Iaşi, 2005.
David, Le Breton, Antropologia corpului şi modernitatea. Translation by Doina Lică, Timişoara, 2002.

	E
	Seminar content

	
	- comments on texts from: Aristotle, the Holy Apostle Paul, John of Salisbury, Aegidius Romanus, John of Paris, Christine de Pizan, Marsiglio of Padua, Dante etc.

	F
	Recommended reading for seminars

	
	Sarah Coakley (ed.), Religia şi trupul. Traducere de Dan Şerban Sava, Bucharest, 2003.
Thomas Laqueur, Corpul şi sexul de la greci la Freud. Translated from English by Narcis Zărnescu, Bucharest, 1998.
Jeannine Quillet, Cheile puterii în Evul Mediu, Bucharest, 2003.

	G
	Education style

	learning and teaching methods
	Lecture:
- lecture
Seminar:
- analysis
- demonstration
- comparation

	assessment methods
	- written exam (60%)
- seminar activity (40%)

	Language of instruction
	French/English



