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	Course title
	special course and seminary on contemporary world history

	Course code
	31050040010SL1323606

	Course type
	full attendance / tutorial

	Course level
	1st cycle (bachelor’s degree)

	Year of study, semester
	3rd year of study, 2nd semester

	Number of ECTS credits
	4

	Number of hours per week
	4 (2 lecture hours + 2 seminar hours)

	Name of lecture holder
	Associate Professor PhD Ionuţ Nistor

	Name of seminar holder
	Associate Professor PhD Ionuţ Nistor

	Prerequisites
	Advanced level of English

	A
	General and course-specific competences

	
	General competences:
· Effective, timely, responsible and rigurous accomplishment of professional tasks, respecting the ethical principles of scientific activity.
· Critical analysis of historical sources and historiographical approaches specific to a period (epoch) or historical problems.
· Oral and written presentation, with a high degree of clarity and in accordance with the academic standards, of specialized problems and contexts with low and medium level of complexity.
Course-specific competences:
· Retrieving information about the historical past.
· Establishing historical facts based on information from sources and outside the sources.
· Oral and written presentation of specialty knowledge.

	B
	Learning outcomes

	
	- Presentation of the evolution of the Soviet state from the October Revolution until the 1991 disintegration.
- Presentation of the evolution of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
- Explaining the impact of political and ideological changes in the USSR on the international relations  and the communist bloc states.
- Analysis of the changes appeared in Soviet science, art and literature under the influence of political mutations.
- Presentation of the Soviet concentration camp universe.

	C
	Lecture content

	
	- The Russian Revolution of 1917 and the formation of the ‘Soviet empire’.
- USSR in the years of NEP – New Economic Policy (1921-1928).
- USSR in international relations during the interwar period.
- USSR policy during the Second World War and the ‘export’ of communism to Eastern Europe.
- The ‘New Course’ in Soviet politics in the 1960s and 1970s.
- Attempts to reform the ‘Empire’.
- Gorbachev’s era. The collapse of USSR.

	D
	Recommended reading for lectures

	
	Buga, Vasile, Apusul unui imperiu: URSS în epoca Gorbaciov 1985-1991, Bucharest, 2007.
Heller, Agnes, Ferenc Feher, Dezmembrarea Imperiului lui Stalin, Bucharest, 1993.
Kelly, Catriona, Refining Russia. Advice literature, polite culture and gender from Catherina to Yeltsin, Oxford, 2001.

	E
	Seminar content

	
	- Soviet literature and theatre. Art and music in the USSR from Stalin to Gorbachev.
- The evolution of science and technology in Soviet Russia.
- International acts of USSR history.
- The Soviet concentration camp  universe. Gulag.

	F
	Recommended reading for seminars

	
	Popa, Cosmin, Naşterea imperiului sovietic: U.R.S.S şi primele crize intercomuniste: 1945-1953, Bucharest, 2002.
Werth, Nicolas, Istoria Uniunii Sovietice: de la Lenin la Stalin (1917-1953), Bucharest, 2004.

	G
	Education style

	learning and teaching methods
	Lecture:
- lecture
- media projections
Seminar:
- debate
- analysis

	assessment methods
	- Oral colloquium (50%)
- Seminar activity (50%)

	Language of instruction
	English



